Pelvic trauma management within the UK: a reflection of a failing trauma service.
During the past 2-3 years it has become increasingly difficult for specialist pelvic centres to provide appropriate treatment for patients. Recent data from 3 such units has highlighted unacceptable delays from referral to operation. This article presents this data, analyses the reasons for the delays and the consequences. The focus on waiting list targets is deflecting resources away from specialist trauma services (including pelvic units) and has resulted in serious interruptions in treatment. Urgent action is required to prevent the management of these patients being compromised.